
 
October 11, 2018 

FORGE PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATE  TAB B1 PAGE 1  

 
SUBJECT 

Forge International Proposed Performance Certificate  
 

APPLICABLE STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 
I.C. § 33-5205B 
I.C. § 33-5209A 
 

BACKGROUND 
Idaho statute requires that all public charter schools and their authorizers execute 
performance certificates within 75 days of petition approval. 

On August 16, 2018, the PCSC approved a charter petition for Forge International 
(Forge).  

DISCUSSION 
PCSC staff has collaborated with Forge to draft the individualized sections of the 
performance certificate and framework. In these materials, individualized sections 
of the certificate are highlighted in yellow.  

 
IMPACT 

If the PCSC moves to execute the performance certificate, the PCSC chairman 
and Forge board chair will sign the certificate, making it effective for the dates 
specified therein. 

 
STAFF COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

PCSC staff recommends that the Forge International performance certificate be 
executed as presented. 

 
COMMISSION ACTION 

A motion to execute the Forge International performance certificate as presented. 
 
Moved by ________ Seconded by _________   Carried yes _____ or no _____ 
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Learner students. These procedures may include the following: 
 

1. Identification of the Primary or Home Language other than English by administering the 
Home Language Survey when students are enrolled. 

2. If the Home Language Survey indicates a language other than English, administer the 
WIDA Access Placement Test (W-APT) to determine whether the student is proficient or 
non-proficient in all language domains and will be placed in an appropriate program 
within 30 days. 

3. Student Evaluation – Student progress will be assessed annually until proficiency is 
attained.  

 

For ELL students, the school may contract with an appropriately certified ESL or Bilingual 
teacher who can provide assistance within the classroom to the student if needed. Within 
classroom, the ESL teacher may provide support to the classroom teacher in the areas of 
scaffolding, which is providing instruction to aid in student comprehension of content and 
objectives. This includes strategies such as adjusting speech or providing appropriate 
background information and experiences to assist the students to grasp the content. In addition, 
other appropriate strategies will be used as a way to transcend language barriers including the 
use of visuals and demonstrations to communicate content and develop language skills with 
ELL students. The objective will be to enable the ELL student to achieve a mastery of English 
as soon as feasible.  
 
Depending on the demographics, needs, and resources, one or more program models may be 
implemented (as per State EL Guidance for Idaho Districts manual): 
 

 in the classroom in a “push-in” setting - teachers assist English language learners 
with differentiated instruction within the classroom so that students are able to access 
the curriculum presented; 

 in a “pull-out” setting - students would be pulled out of the general classroom during 
non-core instructional time to receive intensive English instruction; 

 

There are also features to assist ELL students in the base curriculum. Both the Riggs program 
and Singapore Math are designed to meet the individual needs of all students. As mentioned 
earlier, the Riggs program is a multi-sensory program that assesses where students are 
functioning, and offers highly targeted instruction. It has been used in the past to both prevent 
and correct learning disorders. The Riggs program is patterned after the Orton-Gillingham 
model of reading instruction for students who are dyslexic. Skills are presented in a specific 
order with opportunities for repetition. Students are assessed continually to determine mastery 
of skills. Riggs not only provides a strong foundation for students who exhibit academic 
progress, but will be an effective remedial program for students with academic challenges. ELL 
students  benefit because Riggs provides limited concepts at a given time and is practiced until 
students achieve mastery. We believe one of the best forms of remediation is through a solid 
phonics program. 
 
Singapore Math is effective in addressing individual student needs as well. It lends itself to 
differentiation because of the three stages of learning contained in the materials: concrete, 
pictorial, and abstract. Students are continually assessed, so teachers know which students are 
ready to move throughout the stages. Students at the more concrete level are allowed to stay at 
that stage longer, with tools such as manipulatives, to assist in learning. Singapore Math has 
been used very successfully with students who are struggling learners in math in addition to 
students who are English language learners. 
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A 2007 longitudinal study led by Dr. Greg Duncan of Northwestern University concluded that 
early literacy and math skill acquisition is the greatest predictor of later learning (Duncan, G.J., 
et. al., 2007).  By choosing sound research-based programs like Riggs and Singapore math, 
coupled with a classical curriculum that, by definition, is a literacy focused curriculum, we 
propose to provide students with these skills early on to ensure a successful academic future. 
 
Duncan, G.J., et. al. (2007) School Readiness and Later Achievement.  Developmental Psychology, Vol. 43, No. 6. 

 

Professional Development Plan 
 
Professional development for the upper and lower grade staff of TVCA will include the following 
topics but may vary from year to year based upon observations and the feedback BCSI support 
staff receive from principals and teachers (See Appendix F for a list of summer training topics 
from prior years): 
 
Training and support on the topics Core Knowledge, Singapore Math, Riggs Literacy, Socratic 
Seminars, and Character Development Instruction will be provided at no charge by the Barney 
Charter School Initiative and their professional partners (including Access Literacy) on these 
subject areas. Core Knowledge and Singapore Math do not have proprietary training 
requirements and the BCSI training staff are qualified in all areas of the expected curriculum. 
Additional Professional Development Opportunities may occur on-site or by attending local, 
state, and/or national conferences. 
 
Core Knowledge provides both lesson plans and an overview of topics for each grade level in 
the areas of language arts, history and geography, Visual arts, music, mathematics and 
science. The Barney Charter School Initiative staff guide teachers in what instructional 
resources are necessary to be purchased to fully deliver the curriculum. In cooperation with 
BCSI staff, TVCA will strive for appropriate training and technical assistance so that all school 
personnel will implement the curriculum correctly and are given the greatest possible support to 
accomplish this implementation. 
 
Singapore Math contains different elements that comprise daily lessons (mental math, teacher 
directed, guided practice, activity, and independent practice) that align with their conceptual and 
skill building framework to teaching math. What needs to be included in a lesson, how the 
lesson is introduced and presented, how it progresses from the concrete to the abstract, and 
how to differentiate for students is clearly presented in a logical sequence that needs to be 
followed. Mastery of the material is expected before students move from one level to the next 
level. Singapore Math must be followed with fidelity in order for students to be successful. With 
BCSI staff support, teachers will be trained in assessing students, placing students in the 
appropriate skill groups, and in implementing the lessons using the Singapore strategies and 
methods in foundations of number sense and foundations of model drawing. Teachers are also 
trained in the implementation of effective Singapore Math strategies in their classrooms. In 
addition to building Singapore Math expertise among staff, TVCA will provide training to 
increase Singapore Math capacity within the school by providing models that will utilize 
resources effectively. 
 
The Socratic Seminar is a method of teaching designed to engage students in intellectual 
discussion by responding to questions using questions instead of answers. Prior to conducting a 
seminar, students are given a text to read. After the text has been read, open-ended questions 
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are asked. With the support of BCSI staff and materials, training of TVCA teachers will occur in 
the following areas: 
 

 What texts to be assigned that will support the mission of the school 

 How to formulate questions that will encourage thinking, analyzing meaning, expression 
of ideas with clarity and confidence 

 Norms for the group to follow 

 How to train students in Socratic Seminar discussions 
 
TVCA will provide training to help staff support students in the development of moral character.  
That training will likely include instruction in the following topics: 
 

 Behavior Management 

 Anger management, mediation, conflict resolution programs, bullying 

 Effective communication 

 How to integrate opportunities to discuss and model virtuous behavior within the 
curriculum 

 Discussion techniques (like Socratic Seminars) to teach ethical reasoning 
 
As each component of the curriculum is learned, professional development in scaffolding, 
differentiated instruction, cognitive approaches to learning and strategies to enhance memory 
need to be targeted to each program. Staff will learn how to implement these strategies and 
methods within the context of each of these programs.  
 
Teachers will begin their training with instruction from the BCSI staff during the summer months 
of 2019, in order to be ready to implement the curriculum when school begins in August 2019. 
After the school year begins, the contract year for teachers each additional year will reflect 
additional days for professional development before the school year begins, during the school 
year, and after the school year ends.  
 

Staff Performance Evaluation 
 
Through a fellowship offered by the Albertson foundation and by a private donor, TVCA has 
secured the services of a BCSI experienced principal to move to Idaho and utilize a zero year to 
assist the founders with the staff hiring and development details prior to the 2019 opening date. 
In addition to his securing administrative credentials in Idaho via reciprocity agreement or 
alternative certification, the principal will be obtaining training in Idaho specific administrative 
procedures and responsibilities along with the Danielson Workshops provided by the State 
Department of Education.  
 
At the beginning of the school term the principal will review the evaluation procedure with the 
faculty and staff.  With prior notification, the principal will observe faculty members in 
classrooms to provide professional development, mentoring, and pedagogical refinement. A 
written evaluation may follow the Danielson Framework Rubric focusing on the individuals 
proficiency and performance in planning and preparation, classroom environment, instructional 
assessment, and professional responsibility. Feedback provided will be both formal and 
informal. For teachers with assigned mentors, the mentor shall attend the review as well, to 
ensure that guidance from the principal and the mentor is aligned.  For each duty, staff shall be 
given a rating of Unsatisfactory, Basic, or Proficient (a fourth category of Distinguished may be 
adopted) along with written and verbal feedback of the behaviors that contributed to the rating.  
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In the case of ratings less than Basic, the written and verbal feedback shall include concrete 
directives or suggestions on how to improve performance.  Instances where the principal is 
forced to intervene between reviews to correct staff behavior shall be recorded in the personnel 
file by the principal.  The written feedback shall be filed in the TVCA’s internal personnel files for 
that staff member. 
 
A staff member shall be placed on probation in the following circumstances: 

 upon receiving an Unsatisfactory rating for the same job function for several reviews in a 
row (principal discretion) 

 case-by-case circumstances material to the educational environment of the school at the 
discretion of the principal 
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Tab 3 – Financial and Facilities Plan 
 
Fiscal Philosophy and Spending Priorities 
 
Treasure Valley Classical Academy will function as a non-profit organization managed under the 
“Idaho Nonprofit Corporation Act,” as outlined in TVCA’s Corporate Bylaws and Articles of 
Incorporation. Charter schools differ from ordinary non-profit corporations in a number of ways. 
In the case of finances and funding, charter schools are largely publicly funded but may receive 
some funding through philanthropic sources due to the responsibility of fulfilling the obligations 
of typical public schools but on a greatly reduced budget. Not only must the charter school 
choose their spending priorities carefully, but must have a heightened fiscal accountability and 
make wise fiscal choices. Charter school boards must practice robust financial oversight of 
management. 
 

Treasure Valley Classical Academy’s fiscal philosophy is focused on the principle that all money 
will be prioritized to achieve excellent education of our students. TVCA will have a balanced 
operating budget.  A balanced budget is defined as a budget which revenues are equal to 
expenditures.  Our goal is to strive to have a budget with no deficit, but possibly a surplus, which 
will be saved in a contingency fund for unexpected needs that may arise. The budget will follow 
a realistic projection of future operating revenues and uses of funds. The budget will be 
prepared with thoughtful consideration of the mission of our school, and the requirements of the 
Idaho State Department of Education along with federal and local legislation. 
 
TVCA will make every effort to ensure timely payments of all liabilities.  Also, all expenditures 
will be regulated to make certain that sufficient funds are available to cover all financial 
obligations. TVCA’s goal is to eliminate the need to borrow money.  To do this we will be 
resourceful in managing and allocating our resources as well as strategic in finding additional 
sources of funding. 
 
TVCA will strive to be open and accountable in all relevant financial matters. The school will 
continue to communicate with all persons, groups, or organizations that have an interest or 
concern in our school. The TVCA website and other media will be used to make sure our 
information is easily accessible.  
 
TVCA will make every effort to pay fair and competitive wages to its employees. These salaries 
will be reviewed routinely and in a timely manner, but no less than the beginning of each school 
year. This is an important tool in attracting and retaining a talented workforce.   
 
TVCA values its relationships with all vendors in our community and beyond.  Routine review of 
fiduciary relationships to ensure the reasonableness of fees paid, and that other contractual 
requirements are being met.  These relationships may include, but are not limited to attorneys, 
auditors, elementary or secondary special education services, and facilities. 
 

Financial Management Plan 
 
The budget is prepared by the principal and approved by the governing board in compliance 
with Idaho Code § 33-801 and policy of the State Board of Education. It is presented at a public 
hearing in May (first reading) and June (second reading) of each year and is delivered to the 
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State Department of Education as required on or before July 15th prior to the beginning of the 
school year. 
 
Income sources will include state allocation per pupil, federal grants, private grants, business 
partnerships and donations. The purchasing process will comply with Idaho Code § 33-601. 
The accounting records will be kept in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles 
and standards.  The principal will be responsible for financial management with the daily 
monitoring of revenue and expenses and managing cash flow. Per TVCA’s bylaws, the 
governing board has the task of ensuring the financial integrity of the TVCA’s budget; therefore, 
the TVCA governing board exercises fiduciary oversight of the school’s finances. 
 
The founders of TVCA believe the affiliation with Hillsdale College BCSI provides critical support 
in the technical areas of starting a new charter school.  Many charter schools are blindsided by 
a host of issues that are difficult to foresee. The experience, guidance, and rich network BCSI 
provides will be essential to TVCA’s success.  BCSI provides a two-day training session to BCSI 
schools and founders of future BCSI schools in board governance principles, including financial 
oversight.  
 
Treasure Valley Classical Academy Governing Board will work in cooperation with the Idaho 
Charter School Network and/or its representation who will be handling all the back office 
procedures. This back office representative will train and provide guidance on Idaho state 
specific financial management, ensure that the board and school staff are aware of state-
specific requirements,(see Appendix F for sample draft agreement), will review the school 
budget periodically and make appropriate budget adjustments.  Amended budgets shall be 
submitted to the State Department of Education pursuant to Idaho Code Section § 33-701(9).  
TVCA will strive to maintain an operational reserve in order to account for any contingencies. 

Dr. Brian Carpenter, who provides a portion of the Hillsdale board training, makes it clear in his 
seminars and in the subsequent training materials that the… “[principal and business manager] 
will be responsible for managing the school’s financial position i.e. the routine spending 
decisions, maintaining financial records, making deposits, filing payroll taxes [etc.].  The 
governing board is responsible for the oversight of the school’s financial management.  The 
board’s responsibility is to ensure that all management responsibilities are properly executed 
and that the school’s money is reasonably safeguarded from risk.” 
 
According to the training and follow up materials, examples of “Oversight of financial 
management” includes (but is not limited to) policies that help the board ensure that: 
 

1. Board members, other volunteers (e.g. lunchroom volunteers) and staff members with 
access to material amounts of school money are bonded 

2. The school’s money is on deposit only in places and investment vehicles approved by 
the board 

3. Management expenditures are within approved budget parameters 
4. Long range financial planning is conducted and that it reflects the board’s priorities for 

the school 
5. Documents such as IRS form 990 for schools that are 501(c)(3) are accurate and filed 

on a timely basis 
6. Management is using auditor-approved accounting procedures and methods.” 
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Dr. Carpenter goes on to state that… “Two of the most valuable financial oversight 
policies a board can have are: 
 

1. An internal control policy (segregation of duties).  Such a policy helps prevent any 
individual from having unfettered access to the school’s money. Failing to have such a 
policy can cost your school dearly… 

2. An auditor selection policy through which the board takes the lead in selecting the 
auditor.  Among other things, the board should ensure that the auditor is independent 
from management.” (Carpenter, Brian, 2011) 

 
The pre-opening budget and assumptions can be found in Appendix A1. 
The three-year operating budget and the breakeven budget can be found in Appendix A2. 
The first-year cash flow projection can be found in Appendix A3. 
 
Carpenter, Brian, L., (2011), BoardWiser

TM
, Navigating the Intersection of Governance and Management Series, 7 of 

12. Brian L. Carpenter PhD & Associates. 

 
Description of Facility Needs 
 
As noted in the education program section, Treasure Valley Classical Academy is based on a 
disciplined, traditional, classical education curriculum format utilizing the Core Knowledge 
Sequence. The two primary instructional strategies employed at TVCA will be the lecture and 
the Socratic method/discussion. The guiding principle for most K-12 instruction will be that 
instruction be “teacher centered.” Most of the time teacher centered instruction will take the form 
of a lecture, story, read-aloud, or teacher led discussion. Teacher-led discussion will help to 
model inquiry and analysis for students as a way of preparing them to engage in more open 
Socratic discussion in high school. 
 
Being a teacher centered format requires rooms with individual desks and the ability to structure 
rooms to focus on the teacher’s instructional location, commonly the front of the class.  TVCA 
anticipates the need for facilities that will accommodate up to 27 students per classroom as well 
as a commons area (which may double as lunchroom area) and staff and administrative offices. 
Treasure Valley Classical Academy may use the 850 square foot recommended size for 
classrooms as a minimum size.   
 
For the 2019-20 school year TVCA will need 14 classrooms for grades Kindergarten to six (6), 
plus office, commons area and lunch facilities.  Two options present themselves (See Appendix 
A4 for detailed documentation of conceptual budgetary costs of each facility option): 
 
Option 1: 
 

TVCA would lease the Fruitland Olde School Community Center on SW 3rd street (Main 
street) in Fruitland, Idaho, from Alma Mater Incorporated (AMI). The Olde School was the 
old Fruitland High School until 1986.  The original center portion of the building was built in 
1928. The west wing and gymnasium were added in 1939.  The entire facility is 
approximately 27,300 square feet and consists of an upper and lower level in the main 
section and west wing, which houses the classrooms and auditorium and an east wing that 
is a gymnasium.  The building was abandoned by the Fruitland School District in 1995 and 
purchased by Alma Mater Incorporated (AMI), a local nonprofit organization in 1996, with 
the purpose of converting the building into a community center.  The lower level of the 
original portion was remodeled in 1997.  The remodel resulted in the lower area beneath the 
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auditorium being converted to a dining and commons area by removing four existing 
classroom walls and opening the area up into a single space.  The building has been 
occupied and in use since the AMI purchase. Under the current proposed plan of returning 
the facility to a school, there would need to be some concessions for creating classroom 
space in the open commons area.  Potential classroom space would be approximately 16 to 
20 rooms depending on how the gymnasium, auditorium and commons area are utilized in 
addition to the remaining classrooms. The proposed lease cost for the building would be 
$40,000 per year (see AMI letter in Appendix F). Besides the positive aspects of the building 
being previously used as a school, there is the other aspect that many citizens and city 
leaders are eager to see the building returned to serving the community as a local school; it 
is a historic building that the city sees worth preserving and many families have positive 
memories about the school. The Old School provides existing classrooms, a library, an 
auditorium and a gymnasium.  Because of the age of the building, there are some safety 
and accessibility updates that need to be brought up to current code for the building to be 
occupied as a school. The founding board has contracted with the nonprofit organization, 
Building Hope (see Appendix F for letter and predevelopment agreement), which has 
resulted in a structural evaluation.  Building Hope will assist TVCA in remodeling and repairs 
to meet current public school structural and ADA requirements. This phased approach plan 
also includes expansion options as the grades fill utilizing the addition of portable classroom 
units on the vacant area adjacent to the southwest corner of the building.  

 
 
Option 2: 
 

This option would be a lease-to-own option through Building Hope. As mentioned in option 1 

the facility was previously used for educational purposes. Building Hope would pursue 

purchase of the building pending charter approval. Building Hope would purchase and fully 

renovate the Fruitland Olde School Community Center on SW 3rd street (Main street) in 

Fruitland, Idaho. In addition to the information provided in option one, under the current 

proposed plan of returning the facility to a school, there would be four (4) new classrooms 

created in the open commons area downstairs below the auditorium.  Potential classroom 

space in the existing building would be approximately 16 to 20 rooms depending on how the 

gymnasium and auditorium area are utilized in addition to the remaining classrooms. The 

purchase cost for the building is $268,500. Additional funding support for the full renovation 

would come from partnerships with various nonprofit organizations and philanthropic 

donations upon receiving an approved charter. For more detail on the property and 

structural condition see the Erstad Architects, ECI, and Stapley Engineering review 

documents in Appendix A4. The founding board has contracted with the nonprofit 

organization, Building Hope (see Appendix F for letter and predevelopment agreement), 

which has resulted in a structural evaluation and full renovation estimate of approximately 

$4.13 million.  TVCA intends to contract with Building Hope to construct a two story addition 

in year three on the existing empty area on the southwest corner of the building to 

accommodate expansion into the junior high and high school grades. The contract for this 

expansion has not been negotiated, but will only be pursued if enrollment is on track to 

support the associated expense. 
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Tab 4 – Board Capacity and Governance Structure 

Description of Governance Structure 
 
Treasure Valley Classical Academy will be a legally and operationally independent entity, 
established by the nonprofit corporation’s governing board. The governing board will be legally 
accountable for the operation of the charter school. There will be no less than 5 and no more 
than 9 members on the governing board. Board Officers will be President, Vice President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. Each will be elected at the annual meeting and serve for one year. 
See Article 6 of the TVCA Bylaws in Appendix B for a complete description of the officers roles, 
but in general:  

 The President of the Governing Board shall preside at all meetings and shall appoint 
committees with approval of the Governing Board, shall have the right, as other 
members of the Governing Board, to make or second motions, to discuss questions, to 
vote, and may not act for or on behalf of the Governing Board without prior specific 
authority from a majority of the Governing Board to do so. It is the President’s 
responsibility to ensure that Governance Board members uphold their 
commitments/responsibilities to the school.  

 The Vice President shall perform the duties of the President in the absence of the 
President or at the request of the President. In the event a vacancy occurs in the 
presidency, the Vice President will act in the capacity of the President until the office has 
been filled by a vote of the Board membership. 

 During the foundation period of the school the Treasurer may, at the request of the 
Board, deposit or disburse the funds of the Corporation or render an account of all 
transactions as Treasurer and of the financial condition of the Corporation. The 
Treasurer shall present an operating statement and report, since the last preceding 
regular Board meeting, to the Board at all regular meetings.  Upon transition to a 
Governing Board the Treasurer shall be familiar with the fiscal affairs of the School and 
keep the Governing Board informed in the event that the School’s Business Manager is 
unable to so act and assist the Governing Board with the oversight of the Corporations 
financial management as well as assist the Board in the development of financial 
policies and help ensure that performance aligns with the policy. The Treasurer shall not 
be a signor on any account nor shall have any authority to approve or authorize 
transactions or have responsibility for the financial performance of the school. 

 The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the Governing Board meetings, assure that all 
notices are given in accordance with the provisions of the Charter Governing Board 
policies and as required by law; shall countersign, when required, all authorized bonds, 
contracts, deeds, leases, or other legal instruments; and in general perform all duties 
incident to the office of Secretary and such other duties as from time-to-time may be 
assigned to the Secretary by the Governing Board. 

 
The governing board may create one or more committees and appoint two members of the 
governing board, one to act as committee chair. Additional members of the committees need not 
be directors. Each committee may have two or more members, who shall serve at the pleasure 
of the full governing board. The provisions of the Bylaws which govern meetings, action without 
meetings, and quorum and voting requirements of the governing board, shall apply to 
committees and their members as well.  
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Treasure Valley Classical Academy commits to adhering to all federal and state laws and rules 
and acknowledges its responsibility for identifying essential laws and regulations and complying 
with them. This includes Idaho’s Open Meeting and Public Records laws. 
 
See Article 4 of the TVCA bylaws in Appendix B for additional details on the membership, 
authority and powers of the governing board. 

 
See Article 5 of the TVCA Bylaws in Appendix B for details on the governing board meetings 
and open meeting laws. 
 
Treasure Valley Classical Academy will function as a non-profit organization, organized and 
managed under the “Idaho Nonprofit Corporation Act,” as outlined in TVCA’s Corporate Bylaws 
and Articles of Incorporation. Accordingly, the organizational flow chart representing the flow of 
information and the management structure is as follows: 

 
 
(a) The Governing Board: 
 
Treasure Valley Classical Academy shall be governed by the TVCA governing board and 
managed by its principal pursuant to the school’s charter and duly adopted bylaws. The main 
purpose of the governing board is to ensure that the school accomplishes the outcome for which 
the school was chartered within all the pertinent parameters. The governing board will be 
responsible for adopting policy, overseeing the management of the school and ensuring 
financial compliance and responsibility. In addition, the governing board will ensure that the 
mission and goals of the charter are carried out by engaging in strategic planning. Governing 
board members will participate in fundraising activities as deemed necessary and appropriate 
by the Board. Governing board members will put the interests of the school first and will refrain 
from using the position for personal or partisan gain. The governing board will not be involved in 
the daily operations of the school, but will hire a principal, who will be evaluated at least 
annually. The governing board will make sure the principal manages TVCA in compliance with 
the Idaho State Charter Schools law and all state and federal laws and regulations. The 
governing board will also perform ongoing assessments of the school and its programs and its 
operations. The governing board will serve as liaison between TVCA and the school’s 
authorizer. 

The governing board also routinely assesses its own performance. Governing board members 
will participate in and develop short- and long-range plans for the school. The governing board 
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will monitor the effectiveness of the school's programs and implementation to see if the school 
has met the goals outlined in the plans.  

In an effort to build a strong network of community supporters, TVCA may establish an 
“Advisory Board” to connect with individuals and organizations that can provide a pipeline for 
potential governing board members and assist with charitable donors. Recommendations of 
new board candidates and elections of the governing board will be held in accordance with 
TVCA Bylaws. As new governing board members are added, each will be provided an 
information packet, which contains information about the responsibilities of a board member. 
The packet will include, but is not limited to, governing board member roles, state statute for 
charter schools, ethical standards, open meeting laws, policies, financial reports, budgets, and 
other responsibilities. Each governing board member will have on record a signed copy of the 
Charter School Board Members Code of Conduct. Throughout the year, as decided by the 
board, there may be a training schedule to include, but not limited to, the roles/responsibilities of 
a governing board, review of the school’s charter, review of Idaho school funding and financial 
audits, the governing board’s ethical standards, and state statutes. As appropriate, the 
governing board will include other training such as the charter school board training seminars 
conducted at Hillsdale College. The TVCA governing board will also attend the Charter School 
Boot Camp training offered by the Idaho State Department of Education in Spring 2019. 

See Article 4 of the TVCA bylaws in Appendix B for additional details on the membership, 
authority and powers of the governing board. 
 
(b) The Principal: 
 
The principal reports to the governing board at regular meetings about the school’s operations 
and will be required to attend all governing board meetings. The principal will make the charter 
school perform and accomplish the outcome for which the school was chartered. The principal 
will be responsible for overall instructional leadership for the charter school, including the 
discipline of students, and the planning, operation and supervision of the educational program of 
the school. The principal shall have the responsibility for all personnel matters including having 
the authority to hire, discipline and terminate all school employees. The principal will periodically 
evaluate TVCA employees as provided for by TVCA policy. The principal, in partnership with the 
entire governing board, will decide upon a periodic evaluation of the principal’s performance. 
 
The principal will establish and maintain an appropriate community relations program. The 
principal shall uphold and enforce the charter, TVCA governing board policies and local, state, 
and federal laws and regulations. Personnel under the supervision of the principal, as identified 
in the organization charter include the student services director, business manager, 
administrative assistants/registrar/coordinator, and the teachers, educational assistants and 
ancillary staff. 
 
(c) Business Manager: 
 
The principal will utilize the Idaho Charter School Network (ICSN) and/or its representation as a 
business manager, who will assist in preparing, planning for, and presenting an annual school 
budget to the TVCA governing board. The ICSN representative is also expected to be available 
at all governing board regular meetings to report on the financial status of the school and 
present budget adjustment requests to the governing board. The ICSN support staff will also be 
expected to keep the governing board apprised of changes in law, regulation and rules 
applicable to Idaho public school finances and to ensure that the governing board is made 
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aware of any potential concerns about the school’s finances. They will also work cooperatively 
with the school’s principal so that both can keep the governing board well informed about the 
school’s financial health. 
 
(d) Teachers & Staff: 
 
Teachers and staff will have regularly scheduled meetings with the principal where issues 
regarding school governance will be discussed. The principal will ensure that teachers’ 
comments are regularly communicated to the governing board. The principal and the governing 
board will determine how to best address teacher comments regarding school governance. All 
school personnel will report to the principal. The principal will determine the most appropriate 
staffing requirements and structure for the administrative office, who will report directly to the 
principal. From time to time, school administrative staff may be asked to assist the board in 
preparing board packets, agendas, notices, etc. However, they shall remain under the direct 
supervision of the principal or his designee. 
 

Founding Board Qualifications 
 
All but one (1) of the founding board members of Treasure Valley Classical Academy have 
children or grandchildren who attend or have attended the area school districts and all desire a 
more rigorous and traditional form of education. All but one of the founding board members 
have post-secondary degrees, two (2) have post graduate degrees, and have working 
backgrounds and experience in business development, health care, finance, elementary, 
secondary and post-secondary education, food services, parliamentary procedure, technology 
and executive leadership. Five (5) of the founding board members have attended a three-day 
charter school governance course at Hillsdale College (certificates pending for recent three (3)) 
while three (3) board members have attended the Responsibilities & Obligations of Charter 
School Boards training sponsored by Bluum in Boise during early April 2018 . Three (3) of the 
founding board members have participated in and completed the two-day Charter Start! 101 
Workshop conducted by the Idaho Department of Education (See Appendix C for board 
member resumes and certificates).  TVCA is seeking prospective board members with training 
and experience in business, real estate or facilities management, marketing, community work, 
law, finance, accounting, entrepreneurism, and education. The TVCA founding board is also 
actively looking to recruit another board member who is active with the area Hispanic 
community and is bilingual. See Appendix C for the resumes of the current founding board 
members. 

Transition Plan 
 
Once the charter is approved and the management duties transferred to the principal, the board 
will transition to its role as a governing entity. The current founding board is constantly seeking 
individuals to fill vacancies that will occur once the school is established.  As per the bylaws, the 
board is seeking prospective board candidates to recruit with the goal of having representation 
of the entire impact area of the school. One key element of the transition is the delegation of the 
management duties to the principal and eventually the delegation by the principal to the back 
office staff and school staff under the principals direction.  The main purpose of the governing 
board is to ensure that the school accomplishes the outcome for which the school was 
chartered within all the pertinent parameters. The board will relinquish management focus and 
the principal will make the charter school perform and accomplish the outcome for which the 
school was chartered. Considerable time is delegated to the topic of how to avoid board 
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micromanagement and board “schizophrenia” during the three day board training provided by 
Dr. Brian Carpenter contracted by Hillsdale College. Additional material relating to the governing 
board’s role and responsibilities is provided by Dr. Carpenter as follow up training after the 
seminar. 
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